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Nolu  ponder  uxll,  yort parents  dear. 
These  words  which  I  shall  write  ; 

A  doleful  story  you  shall  hear. 
In  tinie  hrmight  forth  to  light. 

A  gentlenw.ii  of  good  accmint, 

III  Norfolk  dwelt  of  UUe, 
/nio  did  in  honour  far  surnumnt 

Most  men  of  his  estate. 

Sore  sick  he  was,  and  like  to  die. 
No  help  his  life  coiild  save  : 

His  wife  by  him  as  sick  did  lie, 
A)id  both  possest  one  grave. 

No  love  between  these  tivo  was  lost. 

Each  ivas  to  other  kind, 
In  love  they  lir'd,  in  love  they  died, 

A nd  left  two  babes  behind  : 


h^;k^>'^"!  t"? 
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The  one  a  fine  and  pretty  boy. 
Not  passing  thixe  years  old  : 

The  other  a  girl  more  yofung  than  he, 
And  fram'd  in  beauties  mould. 

The  father  left  his  little  son. 

As  plainly  doth  appear, 
IVhen  he  to  perfect  age  shmdd  come, 

Three  hundred  pounds  a  year. 

A  lid  to  his  little  daughter  June 
Fire  hundred  pounds  in  gold. 

To  he  paid  doivn  on  viarriage-ilay. 
Which  might  not  be  controlFd  : 

JUit  if  the  children  chance  to  die, 
Frr  Ihry  to  age  shmdd  come. 

Their  uncle  shoidd  possess  their  wealth 
For  .'•■(I  the  will  did  run. 

A'oic,  hrother,  said  the  dying  man. 

Look  to  my  children  dear. 
He  g<x>d  unto  my  hoy  and  'jitl, 

Sofrieiuls  else  have  Uiey  here: 


Ml)  chihircii  ileur  this  tiny  ; 

Httt  little  while  be  siire  we  have 

Within  this  world  to  stay. 

Vcni  must  be  father  and  inother 
both. 
And  vncle  all  in  one  ; 
'iod  knows  ichat  will  become  oj 
them, 
When  I  (tin  dead  and  f/oiie. 

H'ith  that  bespake  their  mother 
dear, 
0  brother  kind,  quoth  she, 
Vmt  are  the  man  mttst  bring  our 
babes 
To  wealth  or  misery  : 

I  ad  if  you  keep  them  carefully, 

Then  God  will  ymi  rev-ard  : 

I:  at  if  you  otht'niHxe  should  deal, 

God  will  your  deeds  regard. 

With  lips  as  I'old  (is  any  stone, 
They  kist  thtir  eJiildren  small  : 

'  :')d  hiess  you  both,  my  children 
dmr. 
With  thai  the  tears  did  fail. 


These  speeches  thet)  their  brother  apnl-i 

To  this  sick  couple  there, 
The  keeping  of  your  little.  o»cs 

Siveet  sister,  ih  not  fear . 

Gild  Jicrcr  prosper  vie  nm-  viim-, 

Nor  itvght  else  thnt  I  hare. 
If  I  do  wrong  yoiir  children  dcnr, 

}t'hen  you  arc  hiiil  in  grave. 

The  parents  being  dead  and  gone, 
The  childixn  home  he  takes, 

And  Itrings  them  strait  viilo  his  /i<i)is<'. 
Where  much  if  thein  he  makes. 

Ill-  hiul  not  kept  these  pretty  halief: 

A  twelvemonth  ami  a  day, 
lint,  for  their  nvalth,  he  did  devise 

To  make  them  both  away. 
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//(■  Imiijain'il  with  two  ruffians  strong. 
Which  were  of  furious  mood, 

r:i"t  they  should  take  tliese  children 
younij 
.  1  ad  slay  them  in  a  wooil. 

\     111  told  his  wife  an.  arlfid  tale, 
';        Ih  would  the  children  send 

To  he  brought  up  in  fair  London, 
'         With  one  that  wan  his  friend. 

A  way  then  icent  tliase  pretty  babes, 
{^        Uejoicing  at  that  tide. 

Rejoicing  with  a  merry  viind, 
--.         They  shoidd  on  cock-horse  ride. 

'     They  prate  and  i^ratlle  plcn.tunlly, 
■;        As  they  ride  on  the  way, 

To  those  that  should  their  butchers  he. 
Ami  irork  their  lives'-^lecay : 


.So  that  the  pretty  speech  they  had, 
Meule  Mvnkr's  heart  relent  : 

And  they  that  undertook  the  deed, 
Fidl  sore  did  now  repent. 

Yet  one  of  tliem.  more  hard  of  heart, 
Did  vow  to  do  his  charge, 

Because  the  wretch  that  hired  him, 
Had  paid  him  very  large. 

The  other  won't  agree  tiierctn. 
So  here  they  fall  to  strife: 

fVith  one  another  they  did  fight. 
About  the  children's  life  : 

And  lie  that  was  of  mildest  mood. 

Did  slay  the  other  there. 
Within  an  unfreqitented  wood  : 

The  lialics  did  ipiake  for  fear ! 

lie  took  llw  children  by  the  hand. 
Tears  standing  in  their  eye, 

,1  nd  bad  them  strailway  follow  him, 
A  ml  look  they  did  n/jt  cry : 


No  burial  this  pretty  pair 

Of  auyman  receives. 
Till  Robin-red-breast  piously 

Did  cover  them  with  leaves. 

And  now  the  heavy  vrath  of  Cod 

Upon  their  uncle  fell  ; 
Yea,  fearful  fiends  did  haunt  his 
house, 

[lis  conscience  felt  an  hell  ; 

Ills  barns  werefifd,  his  goods 
consum'd, 

His  lands  were  barren  nuule, 
His  cattle  died  within  the  field, 

And  nothing  with  him  stayd. 


Ami  in  a  voyage  to  Portugal 

Two  of  his  sons  did  die  : 
And  to  conclude,  himself  ivas  bronght 

To  vanf  and  misery  ' 


Ifho  did  confess  the  very  truth, 
As  here  huth  been  display'd. 

Tlieir  uncle  having  died  in  gaol, 
IVhcre  he  fur  debt  was  laid 


He  )intrn'd  and  mortgaged  all  his  land 
Ere  seren  years  came  about, 

A  lid  now  at  length  this  ivicked  act 
Did  by  this  nutans  come  out  ; 


You  that  executors  be  made. 

And  overseers  eke 
Of  children  that  be  fatherless. 

And  infants  mild  and  meek . 


The  fellow,  that  did  take  in  hand 
These  children  for  to  kill, 

Was  for  a  robbery  judg'd  to  die, 
Such  was  God's  blessid  will 


Take  you  example  by  this  thing, 
A  nd  yield  to  each  his  right, 

I.fst  God  with  such  like  misery 
Your  wicked  minds  ret[uite. 


I       '^,, 
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